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OUR million dollars has been set 

aside for library purposes, payable 
over a ten-year period, by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, according to 
word just received by the American 
Library Association from F. P. Keppel, 
President of the Corporation. 

One million is to endow a graduate 
school of librarianship in some great 
university, yet to be named. Another 
million is to provide an annual income 
which will be used to aid other library 
schools. The third million is for general 
endowment of the American Library 
Association. The income will be used 
by the Association in promoting the ex- 
tension and development of library 
service. 

The fourth million will be used in car- 
tying on the general activities of the 
Association and in aiding library schools 
until the three million endowment, in 
cumulating capital grants, is completed. 

In a statement explaining the grant 
President F. P. Keppel of the Carnegie 
Corporation expressed the hope that this 
would specifically enable the Association 
to develop more intensively the small 
library service. “Of all his benefactions 
the one nearest Mr. Carnegie’s . heart 
was the small library,” said Dr. Keppel. 

In announcing the acceptance of the 
million dollars given for the endowment 
of the American Library Association, 
Charles F. D. Belden, President of the 
Association and librarian of the Boston 
Public Library, states that this gift is 
to be considered as the first contribution 
toward the endowment fund which the 
Association intends to raise in this its 
fiftieth anniversary year. 


The following Committee has been 
appointed by the Executive Board to 


study the possibilities of further endow- 
nent for the A. L. A.: 


Edwin H. Anderson, Chairman 

Clement W. Andrews 

Harrison W. Craver 

Linda A. Eastman 

Milton J. Ferguson 

Judson T. Jennings 

George H. Locke 

Thomas L. Montgomery 

Adam Strohm 

President Charles F. D. Belden, 
ex-officio. 


THE A. L. A. FIFTIETH ANNIVER- 
SARY FUND 

“The Eau Claire (Wisconsin) Pub- 
lic Library wants its name enrolled on 
the honor roll of those who helped make 
the Anniversary a success.” This has 
been the spirit of public libraries every- 
where. 

Our total is $24,000. The honor 
states are Illinois, $2,620; Massachu- 
setts, $2,512; New York, $1,963; Cal- 
ifornia, $1,839; Michigan, $1,669; 
Pennsylvania, $1,668 ; Missouri, $1,585 ; 
Ohio, $1,013. 

Publishers have contributed $1,630. 

Clarence B. Lester, secretary of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
has recently written a letter to all Wis- 
consin public libraries urging their co- 
operation in raising the Fiftieth Anni- 
versary Fund. Among other things, he 
says: “It is an opportunity for appre- 
ciation of the great part taken by the 
A. L. A. in library advancement. It 
signifies our own recognition in our pro- 
fession. It expresses our confidence in 
a progressive future for library work in 
which we shall all share.” 

Adelaide Underhill, Vassar College 
Library, writes: 
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“A check is enclosed for $25 for a 
subscription to the A. L. A. Fiftieth 
Anniversary Fund. 

“This is sent by the staff of Vassar 
College Library in honor of Miss Flor- 
ence M. Cushing, an alumna and trustee 
of Vassar College, who was librarian 
of Vassar College, 1874 to 1876, and 
was one of the group attending the Con- 
ference in Philadelphia, 1876.” 

The Los Angeles Public Library, in 
addition to a subscription of $250 from 
the library itself, has raised a fund of 
$636.85. The contributors included the 
staff of the Los Angeles Public Library 
with the aid of a small contribution from 
the members of the library board; the 
Los Angeles City School Library; the 
Los Angeles School Librarians Associa- 
tion, and the University of Southern 
California Library. Everett R. Perry, 
the librarian, writes: “It seems to me 
that there has been a splendid response 
on the part of all our staff members, 
from the highest to the lowest and I am 
much gratified.” 

Other public libraries sending recent 
contributions are Cincinnati, Hartford, 
Indianapolis, and Youngstown. 


At the Executive Board meeting in 
Atlantic City, March 6 and 7, the Board 
formally acknowledged the gift of an 
earthenware statuette* of an ox and 
book-cart from the Library Association 
of China. 

A letter was read from the New Zea- 
land Public Libraries Conference, felici- 
tating the A. L. A. on its fifty years of 
service. 

Consideration was given to the pro- 
posal from the Committee on Institu- 
tional Libraries, looking toward the con- 





“Described in the March Bulletin, page 60. 





ducting of a demonstration prison 
library service. 

The Board authorized the appoint- 
ment of a committee to consider the 
preparation or approval of a code of 
ethics for librarians. 

It also appointed a committee to con- 
sider the preparation of a union list of 
foreign government serials. The mem- 
bers of the committee are: J. T. Ger- 
ould, H. H. B. Meyer, and Frederick C. 
Hicks. 

The Treasurer’s reports for the year 
1925 were approved on the recommen- 
dation of the Finance Committee. 


The A. L. A. Council at its Atlantic 
City meeting March 7 approved pro- 
visional minimum standards for library 
training and apprentice classes presented 
by the Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship. Copies of the minimum stand- 
ards are available upon request from 
A. L. A. Headquarters. 

A complete report of the Council 
meetings will appear in a later issue of 
the Bulletin. 


Seven hundred new A. L. A. members 
have been enrolled since January 1. The 
number includes 29 institutional mem- 
bers and 8 life members. 





The exhibit of books for the library 
exhibition at the Philadelphia Sesquicen- 
tennial is being arranged by the A. L. A. 
exhibit committee, Joseph L. Wheeler, 
chairman, and not by Isabella M. 
Cooper, editor of the A. L. A. Catalog 
1926, although the exhibit will contain 
several thousand of the 10,000 volumes 
comprised in the Catalog. Inquiries con- 
cerning the exhibit should be addressed 
to Mr. Wheeler at the Youngstown 
(Ohio) Public Library. 
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Sarah C. N. Bogle on Monday even- 
ing, February 15, conveyed the greetings 
of the A. L. A. Headquarters staff to 
the Special Libraries Association of 
Boston, and thanked them for their co- 
operation in the Fiftieth Anniversary. 





Every possible effort is being made to 
have the first two volumes of the Sur- 
vey’s report completed in time for pub- 
lication before the 1926 conference. A 
very important part of the final stages 
of the work consists in getting individual 
librarians to verify statements which it 
is proposed to make concerning their 
practice on various points. A great many 
form letters are going out asking for 


such verification and asking also in 
many cases for further information. It 
is of the very first importance to the 
success of the report that all who receive 
such requests should give them their 
most prompt and most careful attention. 
Many statements may be accurate so 
far as they go but the information given 
in reply to the questionnaire may have 
been insufficient to give the statement as 
much value as it might have. In all such 
cases the librarians are earnestly re- 
quested to give whatever further infor- 
mation they may think necessary to 
make the statements fully representative 
of their practice on the points re- 
ferred to. 


A. L. A. CONFERENCE, 1926 


ATLANTIC CITY-PHILADELPHIA 
October 4-9, 1926 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

Plans for the program of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary conference in Atlantic City 
and Philadelphia are beginning to take 
shape. 

Although the dates originally an- 
nounced are October 4-9, it is expected 
that registration of delegates will begin 
on Sunday afternoon, October 3, and 
tentative plans are being made for a 
conference sermon on Sunday night by 
one of America’s most distinguished lec- 
turers. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day will be given over to meetings in 
Atlantic City. Wednesday and Satur- 
day are set aside for Philadelphia— 
meetings and excursions. 

Monday, October 4. Morning and 
afternoon will be given over to meetings 
of sections, affiliated organizations and 


round table groups. The first general 
session will be held in the evening— 
probably a short meeting followed by a 
reception. 

Tuesday, October 5. Inthe morning, 
according to tentative plans, the second 
general session will be held, devoted 
probably to library work with children, 
school library service, college and uni- 
versity libraries and the work of library 
trustees. The chairmen of the sections 
concerned are being asked to co-operate 
with the Program Committee in the 
selection of speakers. 

The afternoon will be given over to 
meetings of sections. In the evening a 
third general session will be held, de- 
voted to international affairs, the speak- 
ers to be chosen from among our for- 
eign guests. 
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W ednesday, October 6. Special trains 
will take the delegates to Philadelphia 
in the morning. At 10:30 or 11:00 the 
anniversary session will be held, prob- 
ably at Drexel Institute. R. R. Bowker 
and Melvil Dewey will make addresses. 
There will probably be an address also 
by some distinguished citizen not closely 
connected with library work. 

In the afternoon a reception will be 
tendered to the delegates by the Histor- 
ical Society of Pennsylvania. The spe- 
cial trains will return to Atlantic City 
after the reception and the evening will 
be given over to library school dinners 
and other meetings, or to recreation. 

Thursday, October 7. Meetings of 
sections, etc., will be held in the morn- 
ing. The afternoon will be free. 

In the evening the fourth general ses- 
sion—another one devoted to interna- 
tional affairs—will be held. 

Friday, October 8. The fifth gen- 
eral session, held in the morning, will 
include speakers representing library 
commissions, law libraries, state libra- 
ries and special libraries. 

The afternoon is available for section 
meetings, etc. 

In the evening the sixth and last gen- 
eral session will be held. The general 
theme will be LOOKING TO THE FUTURE. 
Speakers have not yet been selected. 

Saturday, October 9. Under the gen- 
eral supervision of the Philadelphia 
Committee, headed by Thomas L. Mont- 


gomery, various sightseeing trips under 
personal supervision, will be arranged. 
Points of attraction for most people will 
presumably be Valley Forge and other 
places of historical interest in and about 
Philadelphia, the Sesquicentennial Ex- 
position and the new building of the 
Philadelphia Free Library. 
HOTELS 

Hotel reservations should be made as 
early as possible. Headquarters of the 
American Library Association will be 
at the Ambassador. The League of Li- 
brary Commissions has chosen the Ritz- 
Carlton as headquarters. The Special 
Libraries Association and the National 
Association of State Libraries have 
chosen the Chelsea. 

Hotel Rates. The rates per day for 
rooms at the Ambassador and Ritz- 
Carlton are: Double rooms, $4, $5, and 
$6 per person; single rooms, $5, $6, $7, 
$8, $9 and $10, European plan —all 
rooms with bath. Rates per day at the 
Chelsea are $6, $7 and $8 per person, 
American plan. 

All the hotels are on the board walk: 
the Ambassador in the center, the Ritz- 
Carlton very near, at the left, the Chel- 
sea very near, at the right. Hotels not 
on the board walk and at slightly lower 
rates will be listed in a later Bulletin. 

Information about reduced railroad 
rates, for which application has been 
made, will be given in a later issue of 
the Bulletin. 


THE A. L. A. AT THE PHILADELPHIA EXPOSITION 


The work of American libraries of 
many types will be shown at the Phila- 
delphia Exposition, which is scheduled 
to open on June 1. A subcommittee of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee has 


been at work for some time and has de- 
veloped careful plans, looking to an 
exhibit which will include historical ele- 
ments and also appeal to and interest 
the general public in the essential points 
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of library service, whether from public 
libraries or from special, university, 
school or reference libraries. Plans, 
however, are still tentative. 

The subcommittee has already sent 
letters to the various affiliated organiza- 
tions, as the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, the League of Library Commis- 
sions, and to other groups, as well as to 
the special A. L. A. committees having 
to do with various types of public library 
service. It has asked each group to pre- 
pare an outline of the points to be shown 
in the space available and to make sug- 
gestions as to contents and the arrange- 
ment of material on these points. It is 
hoped to appoint a full-time director for 
the exhibit within the next few weeks 
in order that the actual work of assem- 
bling, arranging and mounting various 
portions of the exhibit may go forward 
in time to meet the opening date of the 
Exposition. 

The plans of the subcommittee have 
been delayed by uncertainty as to the 
erection of the Palace of Education and 
the cutting down of the space originally 
allotted last November. It was then 
understood that there would be 3600 
square feet for library service, but the 
actual space available on the basis of 
the latest decision is only 2550 square 
feet. This reduction has been a consid- 
erable disappointment as there is so 
much to be shown. 

The Committee looks upon this exhibit 
as an unusual opportunity to reach the 
general public with a presentation of 
library work. It has, therefore, endeav- 
ored to discover methods and displays 
which will attract casual visitors to the 
A. L. A. space from outside the building 
and from other parts of the interior. 
It is attempting now to secure two 
or three historical records connected 


with the history of America, which are 
of spectacular interest and value, and 
which may be borrowed and shown in 
the space, carefully protected and under 
the care of armed guards. Besides the 
popular interest in these items they are 
to be exhibited with a view to suggesting 
to the public the importance of the ref- 
erence and depository type of library 
and the importance of treasuring such 
material. 

Another project of similar purpose, 
following in a little different way the 
idea of the immense wall map of Cali- 
fornia which was so successfully shown 
at the San Francisco Exposition in 1915, 
will be carried out. A huge electric map, 
25x60 feet, will be suspended over the 
central axis of the exhibit space, easily 
visible from all parts of the building. On 
one side of this will be a large scale map 
of a typical county, showing central 
library, stations, school houses, and a 
miniature delivery truck, electrically 
operated, carrying books out to the vari- 
ous branches. On the other side a sim- 
ilar map of a city library’s distributing 
system will be shown. 

Having been attracted to the A. L. A. 
exhibit space by the more appealing 
types of library service, the attention of 
visitors will be drawn to the third dis- 
play which will give them a much more 
intensive impression. This will be a 
printing machine in operation. A full- 
time printer will be at work setting up 
and running off a variety of book lists 
on many subjects and four-page circu- 
lars on the types of library service. Ma- 
chinery in operation always attracts at- 
tention and it is felt that the public will 
be interested in book lists and other pub- 
licity turned out before their eyes, and 
will take much of it away for perusal. 
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The exhibit of library work itself will 
be arranged on vertical screens which 
will form several alcoves, each devoted 
to some particular aspect of the work. 
As the final decision of the Exposition 
authorities as to available space was only 
made on February 27, the apportionment 
of the exact space for the different sub- 
jects is only now being made. There 
will be a model children’s room contain- 
ing perhaps 500 books for children. 
It was originally suggested that the en- 
tire collection of 10,000 books repre- 
sented in the A. L. A. Catalog-1926 be 
exhibited. Lack of space will make this 
impossible. Probably only 1,000 or 
2,000 adult books will be shown as a 
model collection, in addition to 100 of 
the best reference books. The idea of 
showing book mending and book binding 
in actual operation is being considered. 
These working exhibits would be located 
along the aisles while the mounted ma- 
terial on the screens would be placed 
back along the central axis of the exhibit 
space. Plans are to devote one of 
the alcoves to the work of special libra- 
ries, another to law, legislative refer- 
ence, general reference, and university 
libraries. A third will be devoted to 
grade and high school library service. 
It was hoped to show this type of work 
in actual operation in school class rooms, 
but it appears that the Exposition au- 
thorities are not planning any actual 
demonstration classes. The work will, 
therefore, have to be shown by photo- 
graphs and samples of methods which 
are being followed in various places. 

All of the departments of public 
library work, city, county, state and 
rural, will be shown in much detail. One 
of the features of the exhibit may be a 


series of very large photographs of uni- 
form size and style presenting interest- 
ing views of the various types of library 
service which will appeal to the public. 
Arrangements are being made with 
other exhibitors for co-operation in 
showing in their space such work as hos- 
pital and other institutional libraries, 
and work for the blind. 

Individual libraries have not yet been 
asked to send in any material for the 
Philadelphia Fair. The call will go out 
within the next two or three weeks. Each 
library will be asked to send in photo- 
graphs or samples showing the work or 
method which it has developed, and 
which seem to it especially successful or 
important. There will be nowhere in 
the exhibit any display to advertise the 
work of any single library. Each item 
of material will be shown in its logical 
place, for the purpose of displaying to 
the public a well-rounded exhibit of the 
whole field of American library service. 


Libraries in Europe are asking to 
send their staff members for training in 
the Paris Library School so that they 
may return to their own libraries to in- 
stall modern methods or improve the 
methods already existing. Of the two 
librarians who have already come from 
Jerusalem, one is Polish and the other 
Czech, while the applicant for next year 
is a native of Palestine. Seven Norwe- 
gian librarians have applied for next 
year’s course at the school. 


Tentative plans are being considered 
to send Smith College graduates, who 
are well prepared in French and desir- 
ous of library training, for a course in 
the Paris Library School. 
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‘¢ N EVERY great movement there 

is a long slow growth till the idea 
ripens and some special step is taken 
which marks an epoch.” 


Certainly an epoch is marked in the 
library movement when the Carnegie 
Corporation on the Association’s Fifti- 
eth Anniversary sets aside four million 
dollars for library purposes in the 
United States and Canada. Librarians 
everywhere have been appreciative of 
Mr. Carnegie’s long continued interest 
and financial help in their projects and it 
is a source of satisfaction and a cause for 
deep gratitude to the A. L. A. that the 
officers and trustees of the Corporation 
created by Mr. Carnegie have granted 
this magnificent sum to a cause in which 
he himself did so much. 


The profession will be roused to meet 
the responsibility laid upon it and to 
make the most of the opportunity af- 
forded. 

The establishment of a new graduate 
school will help to prepare the personnel 
which new and ever-increasing library 
activities demand. The money available 


to other library schools will continue to 
aid from time to time schools which 
while deserving it may not be receiving 
adequate support from other sources. 


The million dollars given the A. L. A. 
endowment will be a splendid founda- 
tion upon which to build a permanent 
fund large enough to carry on the work 
which the Association has under way or 
in prospect. During the past few years 
studies, surveys and experiments, fi- 
nanced by special grants, have been 
going on which will be useful in deter- 
mining what the normal program should 
be, how it should be carried out, and 
what should be the assured income avail- 
able therefor. An endowment of several 
millions is needed which it is hoped may 
be forthcoming. 





T HE fiftieth anniversary year is sig- 
nalized by a number of A. L. A. 
publications, varied in scope and mark- 
ing the completion of extensive studies. 
First concerning itself with bibliog- 
raphies and other library tools, the As- 
sociation has latterly made adult educa- 
tion one of its dominant aims. 

The demand, through libraries, for aid 
in this field led, a year ago, to the 
launching of a series of reading courses 
for which the most talented literary men 
in America have been enlisted. The in- 
terest thus awakened in thousands of 
minds will have results in the next fifty 
years at which we can only dimly guess. 
Subjects which formerly seemed too dull 
or too abstruse to those of limited educa- 
tion, by attractive presentation have 
now been opened up to them as perfectly 
accessible and abounding in interest. 
The “Reading With a Purpose” series, 
begun experimentally, continues with a 
new assurance born of the success the 
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courses ‘have already found in libraries. 
Right, so far, have been reprinted and 
new titles are now issued in an edition 
nearly double the size of that first fixed, 
in fearful hope, thirteen months ago. 
Alexander Meiklejohn’s Philosophy, out 
April 1, is the thirteenth book in this 
series and will be followed by American 
Education, by William F. Russell; The 
Poetry of Our Own Times, by Mar- 
guerite Wilkinson; The Recent History 
of the United States, by Frederic L. 
Paxson; Economics, by Leon C. Mar- 
shall; The Physical Sciences, by E. E. 
Slosson ; Mental Hygiene, by Frankwood 
E. Williams ; The Appreciation of Sculp- 
ture, by Lorado Taft; Contemporary 
European History, by Herbert Adams 
Gibbons; Appreciation of Painting, by 
Henry Turner Bailey, and Architecture, 
by Lewis Mumford. 

Notable among the year’s publications 
will be the new A. L. A. Catalog, 1926, 
a basic list of approximately ten thou- 
sand titles, perhaps the most eagerly 
awaited of the year’s books. Were the 
Association to publish nothing else this 
year this volume alone would be a fitting 
milestone to mark the half century’s 
progress. 

Publication of the Survey report, 
which will occupy four volumes, will be 
begun this vear, although the fourth vol- 
ume, and perhaps also the third, will not 
see print before 1927. A wealth of 
material, gathered from many libraries, 
will be made available to all, and every 
phase of library activity will be effec- 
tively summarized in these books, now 
in preparation by the Survey Committee. 

Cannons’ Bibliography of Library 
Economy, a work of 800 double-column 
pages, is slowly taking printed shape, 
and should appear in the autumn. The 
Life of Samuel Swett Green, by Robert 


K. Shaw, is already well along and will 
be ready for distribution in a few weeks. 
Typography and binding do justice to 
content and this, the second volume in 
the series of American Library Pioneers, 
is particularly appropriate this year as a 
tribute to one of the founders of the 
Association. Reports of the Commission 
on Adult Education and of the Commit- 
tee on Library Extension will summarize 
the findings of two important studies, 
the former of which has occupied nearly 
two years. 

The A. L. A. Catalog, 1926, two vol- 
umes of the Survey report and the 
reports on adult education and library 
extension will constitute the “Fiftieth 
Anniversary Publications,” to a set of 
which certain contributors to the Fif- 
tieth Anniversary Fund will be entitled. 
A special anniversary edition of these 
books will make them outwardly attrac- 
tive and harmonious and will indicate 
their relation to each other as well as to 
the jubilee. 

A pamphlet for library trustees will 
be compiled and will assemble some of 
the best expressions of librarians and 
trustees on the duties, obligations and 
rewards of these library officials. The 
annual, Booklist Books, will be an early 
April publication and will present more 
than 200 books of 1925 which a vote of 
librarians have shown to be most valu- 
able for public library purposes. 

A. L. A. publications already out this 
year are: Winnetka Graded Book List, 
which is having a wide sale; a new edi- 
tion of the Manual on Order and Acces- 
sion Work; Easy Books for New Amer- 
icans; Aids to Laughter, and these 
volumes in the “Reading With a Pur- 
pose” series: Psychology and Its Use, 
Religion in Everyday Life, The Life of 
Christ and Philosophy. 
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A.L.A. FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1925 


SUMMARY 


Adult Education 
American Library in Paris 
Board of Education 


Books for Europe 
Books for Everybody 
Building Fund 
Catalog, 1926 
Charters’ Curriculum Study 
CE 6056606600 bab mee'd 00d KEN Ops 
Delegate to China......... 
Educational Adviser ...... 
Editor and Proofreader ... 
Fiftieth Anniversary ...... 
BMEURTCOTE onc ccccccccs 
Library Extension 
Membership and Conference 
Paris Library School* 


Reading Courses 
Revolving Fund 
Summer Institute 
Survey 
Textbooks 
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Paris Library School—Francs 
* Krom June 1, 1925. 
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Receipts, 1925 Disbursements Balance 
, lance 1925 Dec. 31 
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Two errors, due to incomplete or 
misleading information, appeared in a 
news note in the A. L. A. Bulletin for 
January, 1926, on page 6, regarding spe- 
cial editions of some newspapers. The 
special library edition of the London 
Times is not issued on 100 per cent rag 
paper, as stated, and while a better grace 
of paper has been used than in the ordi- 
nary edition, the main point, that of per- 
manence as compared to 100 per cent 
tag paper, has not been attained, in the 
opinion of experts in this country. As 
to the special rag edition of the Satur- 
day Review of Literature (similarity in 
titles of several periodicals of the same 
character being responsible for the mis- 
statement as to name), the recent change 
of publication base of this paper has 
necessarily delayed progress in making 
the special rag edition available. 


Calls come to A. L. A. Headquarters 
from time to time for plays or dialogs 
suitable for library or book celebrations 
in high schools. Headquarters knows of 
no material to recommend for these 
occasions. The only plays of this kind 
listed are far too juvenile for senior 
high school use. If any librarians know 
of such plays or have on hand manu- 
scripts that have been used locally, they 
will be doing a great favor in sending in 
references, descriptions or manuscripts 
to Headquarters. If requested material 
will be copied and returned. 





POSITION WANTED 


Single woman with university degree, 2 
years library school and 16 years experience 
including 9 years on library staff in one of the 
largest systems in the country, wants position 
in university or high school library. Address 
inquiries to the Personnel Division, A. L. A. 
Headquarters, 86 E. Randolph St., Chicago. 
























LOCAL LIBRARY EXHIBITS 


ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS 


From Indianapolis: 

“TI am all in the mood for a parade 
this spring, but I suppose the consensus 
of opinion would be for a nice, conser- 
vative exhibit: graphic charts (very 
large) showing increase in circulation, 
registered borrowers, phenomenal growth 
of certain branches, increase in reference 
work, school children enrolled, ete. 

“Some possibilities are: 

“A display of copies of A. L. A. read- 
ing courses and the numbers distributed. 

“Stacks of books (or wooden dum- 
mies) showing relative use of the library 
now and 9 years ago when we came into 
our new building; branch and central 
circulation compared in relative stacks; 
children’s and adult circulation com- 
pared, etc. 

“A very clever advertisement of 
Drums in a recent Publisher's Weekly 
was a study in black and white—higher 
and lower peaks of mountains, repre- 
senting sales of the book from June to 
October—-and on top of each mountain 
the small figure of a camel ridden by 
a man. We might have such posters 
made—much prettier and more effective 
than charts—and on the peaks rising 
higher each year, have Indianapolis 
reading a book. 

“Some phenomenal reference ques- 
tions answered in past years. 

“New enterprises started by the library 
during last nine years—business and 
teachers’ special branches, colored 
branch, other community branches, high 
school branch, adult education, Monday 
night book talks, Reader’s Ink, technical 
department, music and art department, 
hospital service, etc. 

“Pictures of conveyances used to 
carry books back and forth to the 


branches—horse-drawn to trucks. Pic- 
tures of the various places that have 
housed the library. Growth of the staff 
from one to 132. Pictures of each city 
librarian from the beginning. News 
might give us a page feature article with 
many of these pictures included. 

“Poster showing the helpful change 
from closed to open shelves for the 
public. Pictures of story hours. 

“Interesting extracts from early li- 
brary reports might be used. A com- 
parative display of books popular among 
children fifty years ago—and now— 
would be fun. (If we could not get the 
copies, the lists would be interesting.) 
Also best sellers many years ago—and 
in 1926, 

“Accompanied by red tape—real tape 
—show borrowers’ rules then and now. 

“Some important gifts of books or 
money during the years. 

“Poster or chart showing relative 
strain on each library book formerly and 
now. 

“Hopes for the future—private libra- 
ries turned over to public use in the 
public library; library recipient of 
smaller collections of books, when they 
are of no more use to their owners; 
large endowments to the library through 
bequests ; adequate branch libraries; an 
increased budget; etc.—all played up in 
poster form if possible. 

“Just fragmentary ideas—these—but 
hot off the typewriter.”"—Mary Dyer 
Lemon. 

From Cleveland: 

“An exhibit of library service seems 
to me to be more likely to appeal than 
one of library history, though if there 
is room, both would be good, the service 
as a climax of the progress. If there is 
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still room, an exhibit of library processes 
ought to create considerable interest. 
(See Library Journal, 48:311-13, April 
1, 1923. I ventured to adapt the idea 
to public library use in my book on 
Publicity for public libraries, pp. 189- 
191.) 

“Tn a service exhibit, children, schools, 
business and industry (or agriculture, 
depending on the community), should 
get special emphasis. Mention and illus- 
trate types of service, e. g., branches, 
bookwagons, traveling libraries, hos- 
pitals, blind, fire stations. 

“In any exhibit, as much as possible 
should be made of maps, photographs, 
and other illustrative material — and 
books themselves. Judicious use should 
be made of graphs. (Use bar graphs in 
preference to circle graphs, and employ 
color in these to relieve too much black 
and white.) Avoid long, detailed tables 
of figures. Perhaps a library poster con- 
test can be worked up in the schools and 
the winning poster incorporated in the 
exhibit. 

“If feasible, get out a small folder or 
leaflet explaining the purpose of the ex- 
hibit, the history of the library, services, 
etc. Do this rather than employ large 
closely hand-lettered posters. 

“Material exhibited should, when pos- 
sible, be on panels of uniform size and 
color, arranged in progressive order. It 
should be displayed not lower than 40 
inches nor higher than 76 inches from 
the floor. Matter intended for close ex- 
amination should be displayed at eye 
height (about 60 inches for adults), so 
that it can be examined without bending 
or stretching. Photographs are prefer- 
ably 11x14 inches. 

“This letter does not represent mature 
reflection, but, as you request, is an im- 
mediate reaction.”—-G. O. Ward. 


From Trenton, N. J.: 

“Our exhibit is going to be rather 
spectacular this time, as we are trying to 
attract attention in a large Armory dur- 
ing Farmers’ Week. We have a huge 
table laid off to represent a country side, 
towns and everything, and through the 
country is running an electric train. The 
engine is labeled the library, and the 
cars are labeled knowledge, efficiency, 
pleasure, good government, and so on, 
trying to show that the library brings all 
of these things to the town and coun- 
try. We have tried to differentiate in 
the cars, having a freight car for knowl- 
edge and observation car for travel, 
etc. Then we have little toy automobile 
trucks painted to represent county li- 
brary trucks. These are going back and 
forth along the roads not reached by the 
train. Then around this we have shelves 
with books on them on the subjects 
given. We know that it will interest the 
children anyway. We are also trying to 
show the growth of libraries through 
charts. 

“Some of the people would think this 
was rather too much for library adver- 
tising, but our richest bank does it, and 
I don’t see why we can’t.”—Sarah 
Askew. 

“P. S—We have pasteboard villages, 
and farm houses, little lakes, tiny libra- 
ries, churches, schools.” 

From Evanston, Illinois: 

“As this library celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary three years ago, we do not 
want to try to use as the main motive 
the historical idea. 

“Has anyone ever compiled a list of 
the library books which have influenced 
great men? If enough data could be 
secured it seems to me an interesting 
exhibit might be made of the books that 
started Edison, Orville Wright, Car- 
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negie, Morris Gest, and the many others 
who attribute their beginning interests 
to books secured in public libraries. My 
thought would be to have such an ex- 
hibit in a store window rather than at 
the main library—use the books or if 
definite titles are not available, use books 
of the period with a sign ‘Books like 
these started Edison on his career’ and 
with a group of recent books a sign 
‘Publications embracing Edison’s and 
other thinkers’ ideas are available for 
your use free of charge at the public 
library.’ 

“Another idea which has been com- 
mon in print but which I have not seen 
visualized to boost the reference depart- 
ment is to list pertinent reference ques- 
Ee ee er ” was 
answered by this book and have the 
book open to the page. Show maga- 
zines in much the same way. This, too, 
should be where window shoppers would 
see. Such books are difficult to spare 
for exhibits for they are constantly in 
use. Maybe publishers or patrons would 
lend copies. 

“Tt seems to me there are possibilities 
for libraries in the idea suggested in the 
April, 1925, American City—a com- 
munity exhibit that works 365 days a 
year. I’ve not thought out how we 
might work out such an idea, but it 
would seem that in municipalities where 
there is a community house, such a thing 
could well be done. If we can work it 
in, maybe we will try to see what can 
be done at the Chamber of Commerce 
rooms. 

“T have thought also, especially to 
call attention to our Music Collection— 
to show the books loaned to other places, 
e. g. Madison, Wisconsin; Nashville, 
Tennessee. In that way we could thus 
impress people with how widespread is 


the knowledge of our specially endowed 
music room. I should think county libra- 
ries could use this medium also, for in- 
teresting books loaned to the various 
towns. 

“It is interesting to me to see the 
month by month and year by year inter- 
est shown in our manuscript collection 
placed between the front door and the 
loan desk. The combining of the picture 
of the person with the letter seems to 
combine two types of interest. Anyone 
who has not tried this has something in 
store as a medium of perennial interest.” 

Ida F. Wright. 





A meeting for school librarians of the 
eastern United States will be held May 
§ at the Warren Harding High School, 
Bridgeport, Conn. On the day preceding 
the meeting librarians able to be in 
Hartford will visit the high school libra- 
ries of that city, and go to Bridgeport 
the following morning. Nell Unger of 
the Library Extension Division, New 
York State University, Albany, who is 
eastern regional director of the A. 
L. A. Education Committee, and Meta 
Schmidt, chairman of the high school 
subcommittee, are in charge of the meet- 
ing. Miss Unger wishes those expecting 
to attend to submit at once their sugges- 
tions for the problem discussion. 





The program of the Southeastern 
Library Association Meeting, April 22- 
24, at Signal Mountain, Tennessee, will 
be somewhat of a national nature. The 
President of the A. L. A., members of 
the A. L. A. Board of Education for 
Librarianship, Adult Education Com- 
mission and Library Extension Commit- 
tee, and representatives state libraries 
and library commissions from the entire 
United States are expected to attend. 
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WANTS—OFFERS 
Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice of 
books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 
Wants 
Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library, Lila 
May Chapman, director, wants A. L. A. Pro- 
ceedings for 1897 and 1901, and Library Jour- 
nal, v. 1-28, 32-37, 39-41. The library is re- 
placing files lost in the fire and would appre- 
ciate the donation of these volumes. 
Offers 
A. L.A. Headquarters, 86 E. Randolph 
street, Chicago, Ill., offers 10c a copy for the 
following issues of The Booklist: June and 
July 1923; Jan., June, July and Nov. 1924; 
Oct. 1925. 


Carnegie Public Library, Crookston, Min- 
nesota, V. C. Heston, librarian, offers for sale: 
World’s Work Nov. 1908-April 1914, 10v., 
three-quarters brown leather, $1 per v.; Na- 
tional Geographic 1914, 2 v., three-quarters 
black leather $2 for both; Readers Guide 1919, 
1920, 1922 for postage. : 

The City Library Association, Springfield, 
Mass., Hiller C. Wellman, librarian, offers for 
sale: Collections of the N. Y. Historical Soci- 
ety, 1868-1913, v. 1-46. Lib. marks. Letters 
of Thomas Carlyle to Mill, Sterling and 
Browning. London. 1923. Lib. marks. Sir 
John Hawkwood (L’Acuto). Trans. fr. Italian 
of John Temple-Leader and Giuseppe Mar- 
cotti, by Leader Scott. London. 1889. Lib. 
marks. Any reasonable offer from a library 
accepted. 


THE A. L. A. AND THE SMALL LIBRARY 


One of the chief concerns of the 
American Library Association is the 
small library—its place in the big scheme 
of library development, its support, or- 
ganization, its personnel and its oppor- 
tunity for service. 

In many instances the American 
Library Association works through or 
in co-operation with a state library com- 
mission or state department of educa- 
tion. Where no commission exists and 
where no other state agency accepts 
responsibility for libraries the contact is 
direct. In many instances a local group 
or its representative applies to the 
American Library Association, ignorant 
of possibilities of state assistance, so 
that it remains for Headquarters to 
establish the state relation. It may be 
interesting to note some of the ways in 
which Headquarters staff aids the small 
library. It makes suggestions as to: 

1. Organization and administration. 

2. Scheme of classification (this is a 
frequent request). 

3. Possibilities of legislation. 


4. Where supplies and equipment 
may be purchased. 

5. Best method of ordering books. 

6. Best way to plan a building (and 
it criticizes plans presented, as well as 
lending type building plans). 

7. Bibliographical aids, many of 
which it supplies (this is one of the most 
valuable services rendered, as the Book- 
list is a buying guide for the small 
library which has no opportunity to 
examine first hand the new books). 

8. A basic collection of books listed, 
annotated and evaluated in the A. L. A., 
chiefly with the medium and small library 
in mind—no more important library tool 
exists than the A. L.A. Catalog. 

9. Children’s books, a set of which 
is available for lending. Special lists of 
children’s books are being prepared cur- 
rently and used constantly by the small 
library. 

10. Special lists on many subjects. 
(Best books on any subject are listed by 
request. Such requests are frequent.) 

11. Graded lists of books for chil- 
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dren in elementary schools—also a high 
school list. 

12. Reading courses, prepared by au- 
thorities on the various subjects. These 
supply expert advice, well presented, 
enabling the small library to give the 
best help to those who desire to read 
with a purpose. 

13. Adult education through the li- 
brary. The Commission on the Library 
and .Adult Education is supplying a 
steady stream of information to the 
small library as to how to make the most 
of its resources. It is now working on 
a plan for a central lending library so 
that the eager student may secure from 
the state all desired books. 

14. On all library subjects, through 
its numerous publications, practically all 
of which are aimed at the small library. 

15. Publicity—giving help in plan- 
ning campaigns, releases, schemes for 
bringing people and books together. 
(This is much in demand.) 

16. The findings of the sixty or more 
committees in their application to small 
library needs. The majority of the com- 
mittees deal with problems common to 
all small libraries. 


17. The help to be given by the Com- 
mittee on Library Extension. This 
Committee is making a quick study of 
the status of library development in 
several states and provinces with the 
view of developing library service in 
the smaller towns and rural places. The 
unit of administration will be considered 
in relation to increasing resources in 
funds, books and personnel. The way 
to secure expert supervision and a per- 
sonnel adapted to local needs is one vital 
point to be considered. 

18. The proper person for a given 
position and the best position for the 
individual presenting given qualifica- 
tions. The A. L. A. maintains an em- 
ployment service free to libraries and 
librarians,—two-thirds, at least, of the 
600 registrations bear entirely on small 
libraries. 

19. As to education or training for 
librarianship, the Board of Education 
for Librarianship is taking for its chief 
study this year summer schools and 
training and apprentice classes. These 
involve the whole question of providing 
means to prepare individuals for service 
in the smaller libraries. 


FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 


The work and interests of library 
trustees will have a special place on the 
conference program of the Second Gen- 
eral Session at Atlantic City, Tuesday, 
October 5. A library trustee will be one 
of the speakers on this program. 

Thirty-four trustees have joined the 
A. L. A.’since January 1, 1926, out of 
a total new membership of 700. The 
A. L. A. now has a total membership 
among library trustees of 168. Ten of 
the new trustee members are from the 
Board of the Levi Heywood Memorial 


Library, Gardner, Massachusetts, and 
six from the Board of Directors of the 
Chicago Public Library. The fiftieth 
anniversary year should see a large in- 
crease in the enrollment of trustees in 
the membership of the A. L. A. 

The officers of the Trustees Section 
are: Chairman, Cyrus Adler, trustee 
Philadelphia Free Library ; Vice-Chair- 
man, Katherine P. Loring, trustee Pub- 
lic Library, Beverly, Massachusetts; 
Secretary, Sarah Budd, N. J. Public Li- 
brary Commission, Trenton, N. J. 

















